
     December 2017 
                                                         

 
“O LORD, how long will you forget me? Forever?  

How long will you look the other way?  
How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul,  

with sorrow in my heart every day?”   
Psalm 13:1-2a (NLT) 

 
 

From the day the Lord called me into missions when I was fifteen, I have always counted it the greatest privilege 
anyone could have. That doesn’t mean I was never “down”. My first few years in Ethiopia, a godly SIM couple 
invited me each Christmas to celebrate with their family and sometimes other friends as well. They were from 
England, and I enjoyed being included in their family. Later, when I lived in the countryside, we missionaries 
usually celebrated together for at least part of the day. It was all very nice, but I missed my family and seldom 
got through a Christmas Day without tears. Usually I waited until I was alone to shed them, but one very 
memorable Christmas the couple on our station invited the two single ladies to join them Christmas morning. 
We were asked to bring something to share that was especially meaningful to us. The other single lady was 
experiencing her first Christmas away from home, and halfway through her reading she broke down and wept. I 
also was unable to finish my reading without weeping. The next year the couple decided to spend Christmas at 
our SIM vacation place near Addis Ababa, and that became a family tradition which they enjoyed. I resolved 
never again to take a reading that touches my emotions to a Christmas gathering!  
 

Ethiopia celebrates Christmas on January 7th, and that was, for me, a happier, less stressful day. I could 
concentrate on the real reason for celebrating: God so loved the people He had created that He gave His only 
Son, miraculously conceived, born to the poorest of the poor, raised in a nation enslaved to Rome. This Son lived 
the righteous life we could not live, died the death we deserved for our rebellion against God, and rose again 
victorious over sin and death and hell. What a reason to celebrate! 

 

But just in case you are feeling a little “down” this season, please take a careful look at Psalm 13. The antidote to 
despondency is the battle cry of faith: “But I trust in your unfailing love. I will rejoice because you have rescued 
me. I will sing to the LORD because he is good to me.” (Psalm 13:5-6) I can declare that truth with my whole 
heart. I hope you can, too. 

 

Matt continues to check spelling, key terms, and dialect consistency, preparing the Kafa Bible for typesetting. 
Thank you for praying for concentration, perseverance, and accuracy for him. He has finished about 75% of the 
wordlist. From November 29th to December 15th he is participating in an Oral Bible Translation Workshop. He 
wrote, “My plan was not to be interrupted before finishing the Old Testament, but the invitation from Wycliffe 
is interrupting me. I think this is an important workshop for my future ministry.” I fully agree. In people groups 
who have a strong oral tradition and low literacy rate, the oral Scriptures are indispensable. Yet for a strong 
church, the written Word is foundational. It is not a matter of “either or” but of “both and”. Those who come to 
understand the Good News about Jesus want to become literate so that they can read and meditate on God’s 
Word themselves.  

 

I have begun writing my memoirs and am finding it more challenging than expected, yet enjoyable. Please pray 
that I let the Holy Spirit guide me in choosing what to include and what not to include. I want the focus to be on 
what God has done for His own glory.  

 

Thank you for your partnership. Have a joyful Christmas because He is risen! 
 

Carolyn 
Carolyn Ford To support the Kafa Linguistics Project,  

give on line: https://www.simusa.org/give?id=092402-091&dsg=Project  
or send a check made payable to SIM USA with designation  
“for Kafa Linguistics Project #092402 (Ethiopia)” to:   
SIM USA; P.O. Box 7900; Charlotte, NC 28241-7900.  
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