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“Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for  
the interests of others.”  Philippians 2:4 (NASV)  

 
If I had ever entertained doubts about the wisdom of moving to SIM Sebring 

Retirement Village, they were laid to rest the day after Hurricane Irma blew into Sebring at 105 mph, her 
eye passing just 5 miles west of us. One of my neighbors was at my door soon after 8 a.m. to be sure I was 
all right and to check  
out the damage (smashed vent cover, shingles missing, siding torn off, many large tree limbs including 2 
on the roof and one hanging on the electric wire whose cable had been broken in two). Before 9 a.m., he 
and another neighbor were busy making a temporary cover for the vent and putting siding back on my 
house. They and one of the wives helped me move some of the bigger 
branches and pile them up at the edge of the yard. These neighbors had 
damage to their own houses, but they fixed what they could at my house first! 
Before noon, one of the staff was on the roof putting shingles back in place as 
best he could. That afternoon another neighbor helped me rake up more of the 
branches and leaves. 
 

Everyone in our county lost electricity! The afternoon after the storm, staff and volunteers came around 
and collected the food from our freezers that would spoil, and any fresh produce we could donate. For 
the next 8 days they fixed a hot meal for 120 of us midday – at no charge to those who had donated food. 
(The Lodge, our assisted living facility, had a generator, so they had refrigeration and the ability to cook.) 
 

After 8 days and a few hours, my electricity was restored. It took 13 men and 
7 trucks to get it working again. (Well, actually, I was the last one in the village 
to get it back because my electric wire had to be replaced, and since they 
were finished with their work for the day they congregated at my place.)   

 

I am still dealing with the effects of Irma. Next time I will know to unplug 
anything that has a clock, in fact, anything that plugs in. Thanks to those who 
were praying for us. Please ask God to bless and rejuvenate our staff. They 

worked day and night to be sure we were well cared for. 
 

Since my return from Ethiopia, the LORD has enabled me to go through the remainder of the Old 
Testament and the first 2 Gospels in the Kafa translation, making notes where corrections are needed in 
the placement of quotation marks. Jeremiah was the most challenging book, and Matt has already 
responded to my notes. Now I am responding to his notes. Please pray for us. It is a much harder task 
than it seems, and we have not been able to Skype, so we communicate via email now that the internet is 
working again. Pray for courage for me to check out Viber to see if I could use it to phone Matt. 
 

Thank you for your continued partnership. 
 

Blessed to be part of God’s family, 

Carolyn 
Carolyn Ford 

To support the Kafa Linguistics Project,  
give on line: https://www.simusa.org/give?id=092402-091&dsg=Project  
or send a check made payable to SIM USA with designation  
“for Kafa Linguistics Project #092402 (Ethiopia)” to:   
SIM USA; P.O. Box 7900; Charlotte, NC 28241-7900.  
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