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“This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son  
as a sacrifice to take away our sins.”   1 John 4:10 NLT 

 
 

Hebrews 2:10 (NIV) says, “In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.” Fitting? Fitting that Jesus 
should suffer? That verse has always baffled me. But 2 things I accept even if I don’t understand: 1) Everything God 
does is fitting. He wouldn’t do it if it weren’t. 2) If it was fitting that Jesus, the sinless One, should suffer, how much 
more fitting is it that we, who have sinned so much and fall so far short of God’s glory, should suffer - not to pay for 
our sins (Jesus did that), but to purify our hearts and mature us in our faith and obedience to God. Now I see 
suffering from a whole new perspective. I still don’t understand it, but at least in my head I know that God has a 
purpose in all the suffering He allows. May He give us faith to trust Him and grace to persevere even in great 
suffering. May we receive from Him courage to share the Good News about Jesus with those who see no purpose 
to their suffering. 
 

Matt and Teka have worked hard on a final check of the Pentateuch. Those five books are now being typeset. I am 
adding cross-references to the Old Testament and am currently working in Ezekiel. 
 

Regarding the daunting tasks mentioned in my February letter, Matt has promised me that they will approach the 
Bible Society about the copyright issue within the next 2 months. Several of you have sent gifts to the project, and 
we thank you for that. It is a great encouragement to us, as are your prayers. Thank you! 
 

 Sometimes when I am traveling I meet Muslims on the plane or in the airport, and my heart is always touched by 
their need of our Savior. We need to lovingly reach out to them. I was greatly encouraged recently by the article 
found at: http://biblicalmissiology.org/2013/04/08/factors-leading-to-conversion-of-muslims-to-christ/. The  
author, Georges Houssney, has worked extensively among Muslims. He summarizes the results of a survey done 
among those who have trusted the Lord Jesus. I was especially encouraged to learn that 85% cited the love of 
Christians as a major factor drawing them to Christ, and 60% cited it as the exclusive factor.  Houssney adds that 
two other factors were involved:  
1) “Regardless of what factors drew Muslims to Christ, the Bible was always an important factor. Without a copy of 
the New Testament or the entire Bible, all the other factors would not have been enough.”  
2) “In all situations all converts had a personal relationship with a Christian who was involved in helping them 
understand God’s plan of salvation.” 
 

Please pray for these plans: 
June 24-25   Missions Conference at Sovereign Grace Bible Church in Redondo Beach  
June 26-29 Visit to southwest Washington.  I am trying to work out a time and place where people in 

the area can come for a brief greeting or update.  
July 1 – Aug. 15 Visit to Ethiopia.  I will act as mentor to Matt when he checks translation for another team. 

This is part of his training to become a Bible translation consultant. We also plan to work on 
embedded quotations (the best way to mark them) and check cross-references.  

Aug. 16  Return to Sebring, FL 
 

Confident in His love, 

Carolyn 

Carolyn Ford 
 

To support the Kafa Linguistics Project,  
give on line: https://www.simusa.org/give?id=092402-091&dsg=Project or send a check  
made payable to SIM USA with designation “for Kafa Linguistics Project #092402 (Ethiopia)”  
to:  SIM USA; P.O. Box 7900; Charlotte, NC 28241-7900.  
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