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“… through Christ we feel certain before God. We are not saying that we can 
do this work ourselves.  It is God who makes us able to do all that we do.”    

2 Corinthians 3:4-5 NCV 
 
 

We are praising God for the extension of the Kafa Linguistics Project through May, 2020. This gives us time to 

 complete the needed revisions, checks, typesetting and publishing of the Kafa Bible 

 promote use of the Kafa Scriptures  

 train church leaders to read them fluently and preach from them effectively.  
 

The task seems daunting, but it is not too difficult for our God. The actual typesetting and publishing doesn’t seem 
that daunting, probably because I am not doing that part! But our need to negotiate a copyright agreement with 
the Ethiopia Bible Society does seem daunting. This has been an ongoing issue for 20 years. Why do we care who 
has the copyright?  

 We need to be able to publish more Bibles when the first edition runs out.  

 We need to be able to record the Kafa Bible and make it available in audio form.  

 We want to be able to publish individual books in diglot form and to quote from the  
Kafa Bible for other purposes.  

To do any of these things one needs permission from whoever owns the copyright. 
 

Bringing top leaders from the Kafa Orthodox and Catholic churches on board seems daunting. Matt and Teka talked 
with some of them last year; one group showed interest, the other did not. Why do we care? Because we want this 
to be the Kafa Bible, not just the Protestant Kafa Bible. Our readership and number of listeners will at least triple if 
all the Churches see it as their Bible. 

 

Finding funding for the project seems daunting.  

 A group called MiDi (Ministry for the Distribution of the Bible) is willing to cover half the cost of publishing 
10,000 Kafa Bibles, and we are most grateful. At an estimated (estimated by me) cost of $16 per Bible, we 
need to contribute half ($80,000) toward publishing costs.  

 We want to distribute the audio Kafa Bible on 20,000 micro-SD cards for mobile phones. This has proved to 
be an effective means of getting the Scriptures into the hearts of non-readers. According to the most recent 
statistics available, the literacy rate in Kafa is 22%. That means 78% of the nearly one million Kafa people 
cannot read, but almost everyone has a mobile phone. More than 80% of the Kafa people profess to be 
Christians (Orthodox, Catholic, or Protestant), so they hold the Bible in high esteem. We want to make it 
accessible to them. The cost of 20,000 micro-SD cards, estimated at $3 per card, would come to $60,000, 
plus additional costs for recording and copying onto the cards.  

 Adding the cost of training with related travel, the cost of importing the Kafa Bibles, and the monthly 
project expenses (Matt’s and Teka’s wages, part-time pay for Fekadu, office space, electricity, internet and 
phone charges, etc.), our total budget comes to $286,846. It seems like a lot, about the cost of a house. Yet 
it seems to me that tens of thousands of people reading and hearing God’s message in their heart language 
for the first time  is worth far more than a house. Please ask God to give me direction and favor as I seek 
funding. 

If you would like a part in it, you can give on line here: https://www.simusa.org/give?id=092402-091&dsg=Project  
or send a check made out to SIM USA with designation “for Kafa Linguistics Project #092402 (Ethiopia)” to:   
SIM USA; P.O. Box 7900; Charlotte, NC 28241-7900. $40 will enable us to publish 5 Bibles,  
and $30 will enable us to purchase 10 micro-SD cards to hold the audio Kafa Bible. (One  
card will hold a whole Bible!) Thank you to those of you who  are already investing in  
God’s  kingdom by your faithful prayers, financial support, and encouragement.  We are  
partners together and I could not do what I do without you.  

 

Relying on His enabling, 

Carolyn 

Carolyn Ford 

With my Aunt Reba 
Heffernan at Bok Tower 

Matt 

Teka 
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