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The 25 tralnees came to the Aari tutor training (Auge&) with only mild interest, but by the end of the weelythe

were excited about using the Aari primers to teach otbeead. The (SIM-related) Word of Life Church leadesked
for tutor training for themselvePray that they will want it enough to make the necessary preparations for its success.

The next week, 29 highly motivated trainees attended ama&tutor training in Alduba; but many of them could not
read and write well enough to teach the primers. Baranaltaitors Getu, Ayke, David, and 4 others have adgoeséch
the rest of the group to read. If they meet at ledishds a week they should get through all 3 primers in &msoihen
each one can start teaching someone Blsase pray that they will all follow through on this.

On August 16, we drove 3 hours south to Turmi, where 24jitn evangelists were trainec
to teach the Banna primers. Shello, a Hamer man whédugiped in” on the workshop, |-
agreed to do the pre-reading exercises with Getu. (BamhaHamer are different dialects of & &
the same language.) Getu then taught him the first ptesson, and everyone got excned
when he could actually read the sentences in the |dBsmynthat
Shello (at front right in both photos) will not only learn to read,
but that he will come to know Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord.

The next week, the evangelists’ wives received tutamitrgi As in
Alduba, some of the trainees could not read well enougtidarot
know the Banna/Hamer language well enough, to teach itnenst
Sill, we prayerfully anticipate that some of themwill use thistool for
evangelismand discipling effectively. Please pray with usto that end.

| suffered culture shock in Turmi. Tourists pay to photphréne Hamer people in their native dress.

So the people say, “Why should we listen to the Gosplebon to read? We make more money keeping
our native customs.” | have nothing against their eadiress, but | grieve over the spiritual darkness they
live in. When a woman marries, seven men tie a leattidraround her waist, and she never takes it off.

| am told that she never bathes or washes her hguot.and sex can be bought in the town. When AIDS
begins to decimate their numbers, will the touriste2z&tow do we bring the light to these people in a
way they can understand? | came away with a deep acheheart.Please pray for the evangeliststo

the Banna and Hamer people. Ask God to soften hearts and draw these people to Himself.

Aari translators Duba and Fikadu worked with me from Au88db September 3. It was unrealistic to think we could
finish both Joshua and Judges in one week. We completedalthrough chapter 17, and Judges through chapter 16. |
hope we’'ll have 3 weeks together on my next trip so wedin&sh these two books.

| had sent Banna translators Getu and Ayke a CARLA dfaftike 1-10, and they had revised it through chapter 8. We
were able to go over their revision through Luke 5:16S@ptember 8, SIM and government leaders came to evaluate
the Banna literacy and translation project. God undeffimolés that day, and we expect the report to be geperall
positive.We need, though, to develop closer relationshipswith the local population, especially those outside the church,

and with local officials. Pray that God will show us how to do this effectively.

After much agonizing prayer, and discussion with both michthe church elders, we asked Banna translator David to
resign. It was a struggle for him to do so, but | belibis willingness to resign opened a door for the Sgliyit to

work in his life afreshPlease pray with me that David will take all of hisanger to the crossand leave it there. Pray for
complete restoration in hisrelationshipswith people and with God. | long to have him back as part of the team.

| arrived safely back in Longview the evening of Septanild¢h. | found Mother well, praise God! Thank you for
praying, giving and caring. | have seen God at work, aad though we didn’t “accomplish” as much tangibly as | had
hoped, | am confident that He will fulfill His purposeves continue to look to Him.

The Banna roast coffe
shells and make a hot drin
called “shofro”, which the
drink from half-gourds.
This was served at break =
time along with roasted :
corn during our workshops|

Counting on your prayers,

Carolyn Ford
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